
 
 

Ligonier Township Supervisors 

Regular Meeting 

February 13, 2017 

 

The Ligonier Township Supervisors met in regular session at 7:00 PM with the Pledge of Allegiance opening 

the meeting.  Secretary/Treasurer, Stephanie Verna took roll call.  Present were Chairman, Wade Thomas; 

Secretary/Treasurer, Stephanie Verna; Supervisor, D. Scott Matson; and Vice Chairman, Paul Knupp.  

Supervisor, John Beaufort was absent.   

 

Public Comment 

 

1. Nancy Stumpf – more pictures of water damage as what they did last year has not worked.  

Chairperson, Wade Thomas asked Ms. Stumpf if it was any better and she relied “No, it is not any 

better.” 

 

Dorothy Boring stated that she spoke with Westmoreland Conservation District regarding an update and 

they stated Mr. McGlocken had informed the Conservation District that he was out there at the end of 

November and was able to dig out the trenches and put in the geo blanket.  He will be back in the spring to 

fine-tune any issues that arise over the winter.  Dorothy stated the Jessica did stress that was the vegetation 

takes hold that he is in compliance with the Conservation District and there is not really anything else that 

he would be required at their stand point to do.  Dorothy said, “We need to wait and see what happens once 

the vegetation takes hold.” 

  

2. Mark Spitzer – he served as Chair of the Planning Commission for nearly eight years and some of you 

may know that is mostly a volunteer position with a $30 per meeting pay.  He really enjoyed the time he 

spent doing so as he worked on some of the most important work facing the community, such as 

updating our antiquated zoning law and SALDO.  Although this work is far from complete, we are 

entering the most important phases of this project; some members of the board chose to make a change. 

Mrs. Verna along with Mr. Beaufort as nearly one of their first orders of business, as a newly elected 

supervisor, chose to nominate a life-long Pittsburgh resident and friend of Mrs. Verna to replace him.  

He questioned Supervisor Matson, “Did Mrs. Verna reach out to you prior to the meeting to discuss your 

vote on the Planning Commission?”  Supervisor Matson replied, “I think all of the supervisors talk about 

things that are going on the first of the year.”  Mr. Spitzer asked Supervisor Matson, ‘Prior to the 

meeting?” Supervisor Matson replied, “Not that he remembered, I don’t think.”  Supervisor Matson 

stated ‘He is interested in mixing things up.”  It is nothing personal. 

 

3. Barb Kapusta - following up on last month regarding PA Municipal Services.  She found checks for 

2014, 2015, 2016, and 2017 and gave them to Michael Korns to show that she did pay those years.  Of 

course, they are claiming even though she paid those years she is delinquent for 2013, so they took all 

payments for those years and applied them to 2013.  Now she is delinquent for all years now. 

 

Michael Korns state that he did review the documentation that Ms. Kapusta provided and we are not able to 

get into the specific individual things like that.  Mr. Korns stated, “He thinks she should obtain her own 

legal counsel as he feels she has a good reason to do so.”  Regarding the overall situation, he asked Terry to 

go back and see if there were any other complaints in the past and there has not be any in the past.  

Supervisor, if they want, can make a request to the School District, as this is a shared service that is done 

with them and see if there are concerns on their end.  Ultimately as a group, you could go in a new direction. 

 

Chairperson, Wade Thomas stated he does not think this is worth perusing. 

 

4. Bruce Robinson – agreed with Ms. Kapusta that the service is horrible and should have been dissolved 

last year when they discussed to do so.  It is a nuisance tax and we should do away with next year. 



 
 

 

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Scott Matson to approve the minutes of the 

January 9, 2018 meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

Supervisor  

Scott Matson – Questioned Dorothy on what the vegetation has to do with a ditch?  It is ridicules that 

this is going on and they are still having this issue. Regarding Everview Estates still causing water issues 

for residents on Singer Way. 

Paul Knupp – Thanked Mark Spitzer for his service. 

Announcement of Joint Comprehensive Plan Public Meeting at Ligonier Valley High School Auditorium on 

March 7, 2018 at 7PM. 

Staff Report 

Manager’s Report – Terry Carcella reported a public hearing needs to be scheduled for a conditional 

use for Eastwood Inn for the old lawn and garden property for a restaurant.  He recommend March 12, 

2018 at 7:30PM. 

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Scott Matson to hold a public hearing at the 

Municipal Complex on March 12, 2018 at 7:30 for Eastwood Inn’s conditional use.  Motion carried.  

Police Report 

Chief recognized Officer Murphy and Sgt. Friscarella on the arrest of an individual using stolen checks.  

Chief reported that the Ligonier Rotary made a donation and he turned it to Officer/Chief Berger to 

elaborate on the donation.  Officer/Chief Berger stated $21,835.00 total was raised and they are going to 

get about seven vests for the officers in the Borough and the rest of the money is going into a local 

accountant to get AED’s for cruisers in the Township and Borough and some other equipment needed in 

the Borough. 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

Public Works – Thanked the Public Work crew and police from job well done with the winter weather 

and road maintenance with no incidents.  Clifford Woods Road Bridge project may start earlier 

depending weather and some supplies are in.  Signage going up soon.  Goal to be out by April 13, 2018 

 

Engineer Report – Waiver for Clifford Woods Bridge project not a problem being granted as long as 

completed by April 13, 2018.  Understands and will be leant if issues (like weather) extend it a little and 

he would not be unreasonable. 

 

Solicitor Report – Defer to later in the agenda. 

 

Zoning/Code Enforcement 

 

 Terry and reported the Zoning Hearing Board Re-Organization meeting was held on January 16, 2018. 

Scott Gongaware was nominated as Chairperson, Linda McDowell is Vice Chairperson, and Robert 

Smithley is Secretary.  The Planning Commission Re-Organization meeting was held on January 25, 

2018.  Barbara Nalle was nominated as Chairperson, Ben Faas is Vice Chairperson, and Sheila Grimm is 

Secretary. 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

Correspondence: 

 

1. Request for appointment Planning Commission 2nd Alternate from James Darr. 

 

Treasurer’s Report-Stephanie Verna stated that the General Fund account balance is $511,524.12 the Act 13 

account balance is $39,619.82, the K-9 account balance is $46,704.02, the Liquid Fuels account balance is 

$1,486.76 the Developer’s account balance is $12,544.00, Liquid Fuels Investment Account is $70.51, the 

Equipment Fund $18,890.98, and the Capital Reserve CD’s $416,952.93 for a total of $1,047,793.14.  No action 

required. 

 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve payment of January 

23, 2018 and February 12, 2018 Bill Payment lists. Motion carried with Supervisor Matson recusing. 

 

Supervisor Matson explained that Terry contacted him a few weeks ago and wanted him to look at a large dead 

tree hanging from a bank and heading to a neighbor’s garage. Supervisor Matson went out that night and looked 

at the tree and he told Terry that he needed to get somebody to take it down.  Terry told him that he wanted him 

to do it and Supervisor Matson told him that it is not right to be a supervisor and then go down there and work 

for the Township and they need to find somebody.  Supervisor Matson stated, “Terry called it an emergency job 

and it would take too long to get it bid out and get the insurance work, so Supervisor Matson told him for this 

one time he would do the job.  He spent the day out there, took it down, and took down a bunch of dead limbs, 

the road crew cleaned it up, and they did a very nice job.  He promptly called his insurance company, so Terry 

had a copy of his insurance and workers compensation. 

 

Old Business 

 

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knup to approve Resolution #03-2018 

Opposition to HB #1620.  Motion carried. 

 

Executive Session 

 

The Supervisors went into back-to-back executive session at 7:38 PM and returned at 8:10 PM. 

Solicitor, Michael Korns and special legal counsel stated that they were in attendance one in each 

session and items discussed were in compliance with Pennsylvania Sunshine Law and were of personal 

issues and litigation.   

 

New Business 

 

Supervisor, Paul Knupp reported the Public Works committee met: 

 



 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

There was discussion on the resolution and taking back the responsibility from the property owners of the large 

dead trees in the ROW.  After some discussion, it was tabled to next month’s meeting. 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve Public Works 

Director, Russ Morgan’s review of $1,000/yr. ($.48/hr.) and $50/month for Cell Phone use paid 

quarterly. Motion carried with Scott Matson voting Nay. 

 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve part-time 

Administrative Assistant/Code Enforcement Officer. Keith Ashley Probationary review of $.50/hr.  

Motion carried with Scott Matson voting Nay. 

 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve Ligonier Community 

Garden/Loyalhanna Watershed M.O.U. with one minor change.  Motion carried. 

 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve request to purchase 

Public Works Vehicle at $37,404.42 from Town & Country Ford through Co-Star Pricing.  Motion 

carried. 

Financial Administrative Assistant, Roxanne Shadron questioned for clarification prior to completion of motion 

as to what bank account to pay the purchase of the truck.  Chairperson, Wade Thomas stated that was up to her 

and Manager, Terry Carcella and Ms. Shadron replied it should be noted in the motion.  Motion was completed 

and then final clarification was given by Stephanie Verna to pay from General Fund. 

 A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Stephanie Verna to approve request for Staff, 

Chief, and Lt. to attend PELRAS Conference in State College on March 14-16, 2018.  Motion carried. 

 Public Comment-None 

 

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to offer the Public Works 

Cleaning position for part-time 5hrs/week at the rate of $12.00 to Kerrie Bizup pending all background 

checks and screening.  Motion carried. 

 

 A motion was made by Stephanie Verna and seconded by Paul Knupp to appoint James Darr as second 

alternate on the Planning Commission.  Motion carried. 

 

Supervisors Comments 

 

Supervisor Scott Matson – No Comment. 

 

Supervisor Paul Knupp – Appreciate Police hard work. 

 

Supervisor John Beaufort – Not Present. 

 

Supervisor Stephanie Verna – John Beaufort and I are both on the Police Regionalization Committee and 

they have begun to meet looking at budgets and reviewing some of the studies done in the past as well as 

reviewing the charter that was in draft and will continue to provide updates as that progress.  One sort of 

question, “Terry on the Comprehensive Planning meeting that is coming up will the documents that they are 

going to review, are you going share those in advance as that is a lot of information, Will any of that be 



 
 

available on our website?”  Terry replied, “He will see if the consultant will have them available in advance 

as he is going to do a presentation.  He will check. 

 

Supervisor Wade Thomas – No Comment. 

 

A motion was made by Paul Knupp and seconded by Scott Matson to adjourn the meeting at 8:58 PM.  Motion 

carried. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Roxanne Shadron 

Assistant Secretary/Treasurer 

 



 
 



 
 

 


